
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

February 11, 2026                                                                                                                  Contact: 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                           Senator Eric Wimberger – (608) 266-5670  

 

Funding For Homeless Veterans Passes Senate 
Wimberger’s Bill Would Release Funds the Evers Administration 

Repeatedly Refused to Use to Support Wisconsin’s Homeless Veterans 
 

MADISON – Senator Eric Wimberger (R-Gillett) released the following statement after the Wisconsin State 

Senate passed Senate Bill 608, legislation he authored with Representative Benjamin Franklin (R-De Pere) to 

ensure funding for the Veterans Housing and Recovery Program (VHRP) is used to help nonprofits provide 

housing and support to homeless veterans across Wisconsin: 

 

“Today, the Senate voted to do what Governor Tony Evers should have been doing from the start: spending 

already-appropriated funds under his control to help care for Wisconsin’s homeless veterans. But since he closed 

two VHRP facilities and has repeatedly refused to spend the money available to him, the Legislature is stepping 

in to deliver a solution and ensure the important work of supporting our state’s homeless heroes is done.  

 

My bill will ensure not only that these funds are spent, but that the State of Wisconsin is actively collaborating 

with the private sector to deliver these vital services to our veterans after their service to our country.” 

 

The Legislature increased VHRP funding by 15 percent in the 2025-27 State Budget. Despite this, last year, 

Governor Evers closed two facilities for homeless veterans located in Chippewa Falls and Green Bay.  Senate 

Bill 608 would redirect $1.9 million in already-appropriated funding into a new state grant program. The program 

would award a $25 per diem payment per veteran housed to nonprofits and other non-governmental entities that 

provide housing and support to homeless Wisconsin veterans. 

 

Senate Bill 608 will help the nonprofits that are currently housing veterans across Wisconsin, and encourage more 

groups and organizations to step forward to provide these vital services to veterans in need. 
 

###  
 

State Senator Eric Wimberger is an attorney, small business owner, and former Marine captain. He serves as a 

member of the Joint Committee on Finance and Co-Chair of the Joint Legislative Audit Committee. He 

represents the 2nd Senate District, including parts of Brown, Menominee, Oconto, Outagamie, Shawano, and 

Waupaca Counties. 

 

A media kit for Senator Wimberger can be found here. 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2025/proposals/sb608
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/gqcnv5oo51rz60pymvlsl/AMKEBLEYldUOp2FVD9CDrfo?rlkey=3lg7tlutavs2n5799yiju1kz3&st=2ltd5lln&dl=0

